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Prof. Sudhirkumar Saxena

Prof. Sudhirkumar Saxena was born on 5th
July 1923 at Aligarh, U.P. He learnt the art of
playing Tabla for years from Ustad
Habeebuddin Khan, the doyen of Ajrada
Gharana. He dedicated his entire life in
rendering expression to this art on different
platforms, but within the staunch discipline of
Ajrada Gharana. Sudhirkumar Saxena was an
extremely humble person and one of

the best Guru one could ever meet. As a teacher, he never declined to
teach anyone, he also had graduated in Political Science. A Special
event happened in the history of All India Radio that Prof.
Sudhirkumar Saxena was selected as an “A” Grade Artist without an
audition.

Prof. Sudhirkumar Saxena was the first professor in tabla at a Centre of

higher education. Prof. Sudhirkumar Saxena retired from The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda in 1983 as Head of the Instrumental
Department, after serving the institution for a glorious thirty-three
years. In his long career (1945-1995), Professor Saxena participated in
the major music conferences of the country as a Tabla accompanist and
also as a soloist. Professor Saxena delighted not only the audience but
also the main artist as well, be 1t a musician, or a Kathak dancer. His
disciples are scattered all over the globe, some of them being
distinguished academicians and artists in India and in other countries.
The Central Sangeet Natak Akademi (Delhi) published his book “The
Art of Tabla Rhythm Essentials, Traditions and Creativity” -in English-
in 2007. The Hindi version of this book was published in 20135.

Prof. Sudhirkumar Saxena left for the heavenly abode on 30th
November 2007. In fond memory of Saxena Sir, carrying his legacy
forward to next generation, the Department of Tabla, Faculty of
Performing Arts, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda is
organizing a prestigious festival “Prof. Sudhirkumar Saxena Janma
Shatabdi Mahotsav”.
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& 218/ oI Y U 77 PR 3R U A T 1 IR T 3R Tl §0= R 4 81 § | pUd
& <fF TG R 8, 83, , SAQR SR §RY | g1 v Uigt I gl tie! &1 Al 7% - Rre
R H e STt g1 o & diF g S1fHard d@ & 7, 1 iR Hia, Gaft or1 # 398 9 U a1
3iferep & e e 3
WIS IR GRAH a6l & GRaR ¥ I §3MT| g TR G 0 ¥ U, YTd, AT,

AEUg & T AT TR Higd g1 T8 HIdl B 9gaR aidb I URdd H & o ST il &1 39
TR & THE HATHR OS] AR, Ty HERTS 3R T3 TR & |
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o URSd foRY HERM - RIS IRM &Y 7RG UGH FRd 8, I 30+ STYRY, IRUMGRIS 3R
MER T U & U TH o1d &1 3814 30 T 3R 9 39 WH & T8 35+ HRIS,
Y AERTST 3R Tag HeRIo! U UIRI&0T o 7| I iiid A1edh fbieH! REBR, Ut faywor
SNl B8 REGR I, A1 g IR feg fafaena sik WRTe fayfaemer gR1 g Sidese
@ Iy ot v B TS | (@A, 2021)

o SI OETRE A G g B HUS B BINGUTHR & T4 H S0 S8 &8 ¢ | 3% U T3 Hft
2 iR Sfor URd H 39 GERd SR HRAIT T &1 3 S/ 3R 1987 H a8 U 9™
faeea 3R foram| (e =g 9fdw, 2021)

SRR TR H3dTg ARSI & GHY i T 3771 T8 IR GBI Y H 7 B ddb-id! IR
& % HRAT 8, WA J Sifed RI BT 71fd, Taar 3R ATaat &l SFFauaEes & &9 & ST
ST 8 3R Taras & aiat ¥ &+ WAt 39w fawfia fry U §1 SRR U W SRpi 8k
fORTId aTell TR B, T8 a0 1 By &1 o i 3UP) &1 "HUl e Tl HUD Beld’ - rerer
8 HUT HRATTA HYUF HodTdl § U FYS FEFIBRI BT T § | FEF TRR & AT I TS
S B 1 TERT 3R A9 1 U TR <G, BT, WRY & A8 FHgl IRgd &1 St g | T &t
30T UfAUTG et & ¥9 H ST 91Tdl & 3R 311 3 Uifedl IR =T 3R gam & TIaR S9! UG
TG &1 IS U8 T TN gRT U oI e &) i o1, et sgera v 3 1, Aigarad &
1t SOt afuT feam &1 didel foan ST 81 30 IRM & URIG HaieR gaidnd UG, e ard
T, graR U™TG, Tl g, oareid, U. grax ard T, . diardl

o UfSd griare Ta98 Toell § 3 Ue § SIR S Ao Jiid ATesh SpiaH], A1 iitd e,
TErdt REBR 4t vt T B

o UfSd IoiE FUR T 9 At & o9 TaRR & o 9M S €, 3R I it IS 8k
TR T RN [REHR, T ATed SdhIeH [REBR oY 63 [RIGR! I T foar mar
|

FIRY TR HATHRI GRT T ST T STATES 3R Yad U1 J I Ud g, Fi{h g SGRR
TRt & foram ST o7l §FIRY TR &1 RITGAT STHSH TG 3 Bt o I8 el 397 Feast a1 i
I & fore ot ot B 1 399 S WR eifies s =i €, S fb 9w &

fraiR €1

o FYaRT Tt URA 3R fadw ST H € URig U TATHT €| 98 SFRY 3R a@S, TR I
fhrsor s & fAqur €1 I G IR A T TRl @t IuTtd & off | 3% 9uA 88 ¥E
Td BRI F B 8T, T 3R 9T 3fealc g1, ded o fafis T ™I R uesH
foar U1l I8 I e SrpTeH REGR, UaT ot w1ferer I 8k T fgurar & gefAd
fopar |

TH 3R ORMT o A T AT 98 U7 TG ORI, U S1a! Tt Pt SIS T AERIST TheR
Rig & TRHSTA & SR SURNTG | s Rid fHaT T ATl HUd 9gd Hed UT X 361 § 3R
WHR H BT 3R FABR GIHI BT TEIAT & Pt BIAY Bt 81 3T HATDBR B -3
Aferdt SR Tl & W1 3 R A F7H 3R 701 = Bl HIRIRT B ¢ | T§ TAR o aP &) Siad
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Tt 8, 39 g wR # y=nia forar 51 36T 2 3R Tet ao & 359 o 39 3iFarsT Jiegd
Iad g, 39 forsht iy Tg a1 =i a Tifid 78! 7&d g

MY UG

T MY T BT I HYD & (107 TR &b (bR 3R 37 TRMI B I et H 3R a1 o7 &
1Y 3! T BT AT BT & | 39 TTT Bl B & o, ST U P fore fgdigs e R
foaR forar mar| g9 faftr uf3eTer, Jevrsel, IR U=, s iR Ruief R UsiiRg aifgd
P ferr g |

S
WGP 1 HYP P AT TWHT BT 30T fHa1 81 HYD P W B TRAT B 19 I ST AIdl g

TSI M1 & 3 & A1y B 39! AT TWR1E B1 718, A1 P& URART A (U= TRURT 3R &ell bl
AT IGT | TGS, FIRY 3R TR FHYH TR & =0 H diF ¥4 [dsiid gul

TETS IRAT- i SR UG A HUH HA DI GASNad B & 1018 TR U DI | a8, TGS
& 4TS GRERI T BT YR g1 9§ U A U 3711 I8 IR T U I HATHR Pt Yozl
3R AT TR hiod & | T8 TST R DT SHTERUI X g1 T, T IR B T, UTG, U A0
TS| foRe HeRM, Y FERS 3R T5g TERTS Jad URIG HATHR g |

IR WRAET- 3 T At DI ST Hogargl Aol & ARSI & GRIH gs A1 ot yrgeh &1
SUHT YRS AT ST § o8 died | faRivzidn 1Ria 2| 39 IRM & SAdR g1 ¥4 9 fgg
RT3 & GRER H UG B &, 9l T &b URURS T B AR IR1&T B 6 | 39 7 et J
T BT Tb-Hep I Bl 31 Heed fa e 21

TR TRAT- FHPIRIIE I 39 TR BT 9T B34 a1d & 30 & SHT SIdl 2 | T8 TR S 3T
TeaRt 3R UgaTT W S & hicd Bl g1 TG 3R died &1 4t S0 fa=wand g1 (He)

IR U & HABR I HUTaaS® & U B ST ST 8, Sdh HYH BT U 3R, @7, el &
1Y FHYTATEH TS Th B! AT |1 T8 T &1 U 3R 3neafdies 0 qHT Sl 8 | a6
DI T B IAN & IR H THGR! el | T FT F Fafrd FHelld SXaei®mR0l 9 et Iga ol
TATRT FR & T FRER T S 38 § | (@1, TH| 2006)

30 USHTY, B! e Bl d-iich] & fo1g ST oF aTd HUH ! ARy YR T Ry wiwr
T TS I & ! geaidRd foar T ot wad A 9yt RE J g @) Uil T ddbHid I 81
TG BT T B DI DRI DI | T 3R D! J TR - HUD Qferd! Bl [qaiad foa
2| feral &t g a1t o Sgd TS 8 IR T U H e SR G aRitadr fRIer & Hgdyqui
Tgqait & aRUINT SRt B 1 I -TiRgpae, sHaiRere! & uiad i & Qe 3R Riefor
fRremRd @1 fasRia o3 iR sge & Yffret Ay § wifer 98 Fad gAR < 9 & difid
T8I g1 (AR, T 2010)|

39 o H A 3 IR IR R AH Higd fbar g1 Al & IR # Fufafed faer §

o TS, WA- SHH! YHHTT 1901 Il Bt YH3Md T @Y & YD d1d dIfolg 37ell ATg b
ST | g3 AT | T FHeT ST § 6 30 R & 7 7 (U Sfedar $iR avdr g1id &1 |
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o TR WM HeSaTg] A3 & AR H [awRid g g8 @R fed 3R il Geads,
®% gHIG 3R fafis aret § sifeet el St gt IR & Hisd Hrar gl

o  TARY WM B! VI THSIUHTE = o1 off | g8 FHH 3R Tead) & IuanT & fore ST Siran
gl

o TG TRMI 04! Tl P L3 | SNTG o HeRTSN asheR Rig gRT fawRid fovam ma ol
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3R T & 1Y T 747 =7 A yd fan (R, 2015)
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TG B UGG el 8Id| U HAPR & oY Th T T R HRAT 0T Bt [T § S add=
2 Bl T1Y T | HATBR HYP P o U DI WA B B 3R Ta B+t B 32 B
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Sy T Aeft 61 B, T Tow Tl & ueiH § IR= BIdt © S UewH | qey 3R #fgern Sl
AT FUTd 9, foes T o Ty afgansti & o T R e SR o Sgexuia UerH
& fore ST STl

3 T Rt BT YHIT A0 R T el WRaread § o uikfad 3, O siadel siftreafaa
et {1 ST § SR a1e § St siftaafad Qe & U H ST S @ HUST 3R HUD
3{THT-3(ET &, Afp S H $& YA & Fiifes g1 § sweif-a fafd &t St 8, smues Bead,
3T U MTAS BId §; HUHe 8Td & H U § 3R 918 H 3 34 UTeii A1 o1l 8 | T8t adb
% $ T9® A4 § [ HYUH 3R Tl D! | THHAT ¢ difd gl § oT® FHead 3R g1d-HTa
M B €, HYUD Yol W a1 ST § STafs 37 S[d Ugd & | gTaifer by [AbRid g3 g 8k
TAR G BT g 3B AFA g & 3Rl FABR SMaR R &1 a1 diF T &I &1 fames 39
TG $ B, AfpT HRAT HAThR URIRS FU F & 9 I6d & 3R IS I8! HRU & & gx
ipiad Ial § garal 3R 3t a<id! B i B # Terd 71 § iR faesh Sai A
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TP TR AT § | (FSRTEY, 2017) | THR GRIMI 3R SBIGH! B HATBRI bl TG HRAT AT
3R I8 U I BT TN A 3R fAHRIG B BT sAfa <t Ay
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HYF B IR - TR 3R T U8, faf~reT e

HYH T HIT - ¢, . [y TR
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AR, TH. (2010). SR HRA HYH 7 T R-UteTd 3@ . HHaRIRA Aleg®, 16(3),
77-91.

24



Tfla & gerl &1 geed (YR 717 gl & oy g 7 - yrr e ISBN: 978-81-956774-8-1

YD T & WRTT TRH Pt faHTd YT 3R 391 fa=ivart

YT fave I ugparR — 2nerff
3T YR SIS - Anfexia
URTY gHaRIE Ieidie
B TS: WM, W, I, TS, fRward

YRA g1 &1 3edfdres iR WRplad g 81 bl d AR I, Tiid 3R dRgeba b, AR
U G YR HATHR & Sl T UfaHT BT e B &1 HYUH Th AR T el g o
3o Sfed TR & B, Y a1 3R UIaguf FHEHT FH & g I ot 81 By ot aRuifid
fIRwarsii 7 I U "IRMT B SGURON B, S 3O ST e, dbiiep! IR UeRHl &1 it Bt
IR aTe S-S TWWRTY & | HYUFH & T YA WM & TGS IR, SR TRMAT 3R
TR R E |

1 31 Hi o1 T ol 2ez S BIS B! 91 gUCEN § T8 HYUP Bl SATHYD e g, Sl
% YIRAT R T Al § | HYD BT TG e, Ifed! db hal gl §, S S{eh- 3T
feral o fawmfad g & fore TR gl Il 8| UTd® OR1, G&e H U BT Xd B oRg, 39
AT X o a1 T H 30T 33T A SR dTfared siredl g |

Y Usd {3 B TR 1 3T A b IR H O, 33T HYD Bt IRTE A & ol $3 THY
fAeTd | "HUS" e WHd & <l sl "HUT" F A g, ot orf § "dwerr iR "HUGR"
oIt 31 § "BHeMIPR " TRIRNTT U I, HUD AdP Silfdd Sidei ! fbdiel &l kg gid 3, &l
Tq-7a g & 3R 3T TTHESH UeH! & ATEH I UTe HeThia 3R Ral # o Gavd 3|

TG & 1Y, HYP = T SARI U A & dide WORTsHf ddb fafie Sxpfadl & gumal ol
ST fohaT | THTE & 39 TG dH-8H A 3{TT-3(e IR & a9 & derdl fad, o s
TAH 30 SR B A 3R HATHD [ORNId HI ST 5|

"ERMT" Xeg U fARIY Hell U J Yafd 8 o T Uil I sl Uiet dd gxdidiRg gl 8| gl
Tec] | B I, T WA Th "I B G ddl § o UdS T 3 gaoll &l haTdd
RIS BT UTe Bl g1 T & & F, P3 WA IR 8, o I e oot Ay weers
T 1 Qe BT ufafficd Har g1 ofd g1 Tifld & 3fae R TR S/Ed 8, O TR SATBRI
GRT 30 I P! FARARA 3R Ge B 3 HATHRI I ST R 3 & o et Hed B
& URUTERGEY I 31T 39 MG et &1 Wifedt & Arerm § uikd fasan man, e wards
TR &1 Uh SRIAT dIR g3 | 3 UBR, TR DI YR 37 Sfadh bR 3R T Wit § gt
Uit dop Tiftd I & gediaRor 3 Uar g3 |

TG & SFTUR, "ORHT" Xeg B I TP et "6 ¥ s o el H 39 SHHAR W "R FHgl
ST 8| OR Xeg Wpd & "J8" T §1 8 3R "IRMI" Ve HI [9mT R 4 g3 g | falRky farerarsit
Il T IR, ST 3! UgdT ! IRHTT FHRll §, TR, Jd: W= oG JoMel BT Ui g
WHd & 3 T DI T BT ol AT TS RIS U U HT G AT | SHTHH g BT AT
DR "TRUT" BT S AT | TS BT P SR, IR g, "ORMT" & 41|

fagr a8 +ff gga 3 € i WA & Igd BT TP 34T BRU HAGR] Bt e Tfareiierr of,
forrenT S TR Yo & far ST 81 164 RdTsd! & S8 , Sd "ORMT" Ueg & T e,
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B3 P HATHRI DI RATH! H IR0 e, w18t 3-8 T SR wwe faam | greiifes, U Iy
FHATED T AR THID! b HEH-TGH BT UiTaiidid IXd gu, 37 HATHRI DI 3T &1 B
T HRA DT A 37 H g d &1 uRumRa=Y, fafta & & SRl 3 3eT-3rer Aferar
oo Ta &1, Rl I8 WY iR 8- &I Firan| Aol FaeR) A el &1 Uy YRl &1 3R
30 R} bl UHT 1 UaH BT YR b aT| Tl W ORI DI SIGURUT A HHR o1 L= b

HYH T & Sfaid "I Wed HYUD T $I T A=Y el T G o | et o evm & iR
TR FRA 1A HYS HATHRI B IR et 3R T it RAF IR Ueb JHMH gl &, Forey
efId TRM & U 37 BB § TheUdl o+l Gl 5| 37 fafi Qferdt = Uds R | Hud
H UH AT Sifiaafad 1 Fyd I & Sfafd T =U ¥ 9 WA Y=o §:, a3 IR,
SR TRMT, 3R §IRY TR dfth gaq & 78 I Ach & HRU AFG WA B+t St
FHATHBA IHR PR A 311 @ 3| TRY WM &) SR R § el T IRaT 7H1 6 g,
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SAREIE P! ZSAT deud & Ay SYIUNTG Sif fHe ST & U fohaadl & SR HIaH
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3T SN, TSI S 3R AR ((RL Si) BT S761 ST Tl a B 3G b T A& SHR IR
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105 aY &1 §8, 1 3¢ B! SR HY3M UhHe- Pl P g1l U & AN vad & faq dgan
Uahe & foTT 99 I51 THH Wi, o 981 U HIHR HId-5 01 AT Faball 3R 39 $43 off &l
&3 o | 3! fremra-auifar eefud! 3! o Il IR d6 T8 3R Hiad harsR HITa $Hl
T @1 s afe O I g, I 2 39 31 & SOI qaTtd YR Y| I 9T 3% Sffad I i
U@ g8 IR S UT-Ue! Gl o ST & o | I8 R gfear I & 3d 9% HivG g

ATaT U1 & AT & TG TSIol 3R TR Sff 3 T B1S faam 3R SrSTsit 7 3o & T &Y
T $I R1gn 1 T 3 gg & 918 WIS U= ST HTSSH & T1Y AT GR 3T T, TIRIon o
§F O §U HERIS GUTTRITG , HERTS 31 UNTE , 3R HERIS! Al | griu™Tes & oiF 4 g4
<, Fraeure , RIS | FIAGUIE & dF G §U S IF 359 HERIS, S
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SR TR :
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81 HET o1 © fb BRI &l RMdTsd] Ugal 3514 U Ud 9 19 disa ket ol 98, IRdd ¥, SR
TR & Y & 7Y, T ORI BT S TTHT Teb T Uit I gd g1 Higsht & O HIqsh & ot
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TeER At | A S TR GRER & o TH & SRR 3| §IHH TNTe IR UeR & e $ik 8RR
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G GIEMAT: TERMET BT IR
Dr. Gauri Khanna - Assistant Professor

P G Department of Music Vocal,
G. S. S. D. G. S. Khalsa College, Patiala
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USITd T Ufearal TR 3R SHPT A Sifid A aRe™
Mrs. Seema - Assistant Professor in music

Govt.College, Bholath
Kapurthala.
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g™, 3TN HATHR] &1 Wied fdarur 3R ufearar eRM & GG R UehIRT STal T ¢ |

T sg - UfCTTaT, ORI, drae!, Siitd, 3¥d1g, dhell, WER, 3fdgM, Ul SardR e |
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g3, o 39 BRI D1 T DI 3UA deb WA T o feT ToleR fhaT| 30 UBR, Sid Tddh
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Abstract

The concept of the "Gharana™ holds a central position in the tradition of Indian classical music,
symbolizing both lineage and pedagogy. Over centuries, gharanas have served as repositories
of unique stylistic nuances, cultural identities, and methods of transmission. However, in the
modern era, rapid societal changes, technological advancements, and globalization have posed
significant challenges to their preservation. This paper explores the historical development of
gharanas, the influence of modernity on their practices, and strategies for their adaptation and
preservation in the contemporary world.
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Introduction

Indian classical music, including Hindustani and Carnatic traditions, has a strong foundation
in oral transmission. In the Hindustani tradition, the gharana system developed as a way to
group musical styles based on family or teacher-student lineages (Guru-Shishya Parampara).
Each gharana has unique characteristics in how ragas and talas are performed, as well as in
ornamentation and style. This system not only preserved the diversity of musical styles but also
gave musicians a distinct sense of identity. However, in the 21st century, the gharana system
is facing significant challenges due to changing cultural environments and the influence of the
globalized music industry.

Development and Evolution of the Gharana Tradition in Indian Classical Music

The term "*gharana’ originates from the Hindi word ghar, meaning "house" or "family," and
historically referred to a familial lineage where musical knowledge was passed down through
generations. Initially, gharanas were restricted to blood relations, with music being a closely
guarded family art. Over time, however, the concept evolved, and gharanas opened their
traditions to talented disciples outside the family, creating stylistic and pedagogical lineages
based on musical practices rather than hereditary ties.

In Indian classical music, a gharana is established when a specific tradition continues for at
least three generations and gains recognition for its unique style. A defining feature of gharana
pedagogy is the guru-shishya parampara, where the guru imparts knowledge to the disciple
in an intimate face-to-face setting. According to musicologist Dan Singh, gharanas emerged
not only as schools of thought in music but also as social and cultural institutions, shaped by
caste distinctions and local traditions. He notes that gharanas developed distinct styles of
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singing and playing, referred to as baj, which became the hallmark of these musical lineages.
Gharanas were not only schools of music but also nurtured the art form comprehensively,
ensuring that their traditions earned recognition and respect.

While the concept of gharanas became prominent in medieval India, its roots can be traced
back to ancient times. In the Vedic period, musical traditions such as Samagayan (chanting of
the Samaveda) had schools or styles based on specific lineages. Traditions like Dutan Gayan,
Vaikhanas, and Shakar Samagayak reflected variations in chanting styles. Similarly, early
schools of thought in ragas and raginis, such as Hanumat-mat, Krishna-mat, and Shiv-mat,
provided a foundation for later gharanas. Pandit Sharangdev, in his seminal work Sangeet
Ratnakar, referred to this concept as Susamraday, a precursor to the modern notion of gharanas.
In South India, the term "Sampraday™ continues to describe similar musical traditions,
emphasizing the continuity of the concept across time and regions.

The concept of gharanas is not limited to music. Similar lineages or schools exist in religion,
literature, and other arts, as highlighted by Dr. Parajambai. In Western contexts, such traditions
are often referred to as "schools," underscoring the universality of the idea. However, in Indian
classical music, gharanas represent more than stylistic variation; they symbolize discipline,
rigor, and identity. Artists associated with a gharana are expected to exhibit specific traits that
reflect the gharana's ethos. Without such an affiliation, an artist may struggle to gain
recognition and respect among connoisseurs and scholars.

The unique feature of Hindustani gharana music is its unmatched contribution to global
classical traditions. Each gharana developed distinctive strengths, offering a diversity
unparalleled in any other musical system. For instance, the Senia Gharana emphasized
profound alap (improvisation), the Qawwali Gharana focused on rhythmic mastery, the
Thumri Gharana excelled in lyrical expressiveness, and the Khayal Gharana became
synonymous with intricate ornamentation and melodic fluidity. Despite their differences, all
gharanas shared a strict discipline of practice (riyaz), which ensured that the voice naturally
became melodious. This discipline was accompanied by stringent rules for listening and
learning, fostering a deep, meditative connection to the art form.

Historically, gharanas flourished under the patronage of royal courts and wealthy patrons, who
provided artists the resources to focus entirely on their craft. With the decline of such patronage
and the rise of collective education in schools and universities, the gharana tradition began to
fade. Nevertheless, its legacy endures. Gharana-based music continues to be revered for its
discipline, diversity, and contribution to the evolution of Indian classical music, ensuring that
each gharana retains its unique identity while enriching the larger tapestry of the art form.

The rise and fall of gharanas reflect the natural cycle of cultural evolution. New ideas emerge
as traditions adapt to changing contexts, but the essence of gharana-based music remains its
unwavering commitment to excellence, practice, and a deep understanding of classical music’s
emotional and intellectual depth.

Impact of Modernity on Gharanas

The impact of modernity on gharanas in Indian classical music has been profound, affecting
their preservation, evolution, and distinctiveness.
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Globalization and Technology

Globalization and technological advancements have revolutionized the dissemination of Indian
classical music. The introduction of recording technologies, radio, and digital platforms has
allowed gharanas to reach a global audience. However, this accessibility has led to
homogenization, with artists incorporating elements from multiple gharanas to appeal to
broader audiences. For example, musicians from the Kirana Gharana, known for its slow-tempo
ragas and melodic elaboration, often integrate faster taans from other gharanas to cater to
contemporary tastes. Furthermore, the global preference for fusion and crossover genres has
shifted focus from traditional gharanas to hybrid forms. Collaborations, such as those by Ustad
Zakir Hussain or Pandit Ravi Shankar with international artists, have showcased Indian music
on global platforms but have simultaneously overshadowed the gharana framework. Digital
platforms like YouTube and Spotify, while democratizing access to music, lack the depth and
context provided by traditional oral traditions, thereby diminishing the nuances specific to
gharanas.

Changing Pedagogical Dynamics

The guru-shishya parampara, the traditional method of transmitting knowledge in gharanas,
has also been disrupted. Urbanization and the rise of institutional education have shifted
learning from the intimate setting of a guru’s home to classroom environments. While
institutions like Bhatkhande Music Institute and Gandharva Mahavidyalaya have standardized
music education, they often fail to preserve gharana-specific nuances. For instance, a student
learning khayal singing in an institutional setting may not master the unique bol-baant of the
Agra Gharana. Additionally, the convenience of online classes and tutorials has further diluted
traditional pedagogical methods. Virtual lessons lack real-time feedback and the immersive
experience essential for mastering gharana styles, such as the intricate sargam improvisations
of the Mewati Gharana. Modern lifestyles and professional commitments have also deterred
students from dedicating years to rigorous training, leading to a decline in the depth of
engagement with gharana traditions.

Decline of Patronage

The decline of traditional patronage has further impacted gharanas. Historically, they thrived
under royal courts and wealthy benefactors who provided financial stability for musicians to
focus on their art. The erosion of princely states in post-independence India led to economic
hardships for many gharana practitioners. For instance, Ustad Faiyaz Khan of the Agra
Gharana, despite his celebrated status, faced significant financial struggles after the loss of
royal patronage. This shift forced musicians to adapt to commercial performances and
recordings, which often required compromises in the length and depth of traditional renditions.
For example, the elaborate dhrupad performances of the Dagar Gharana had to be shortened
for modern audiences. Many musicians also turned to alternative livelihoods, reducing their
focus on maintaining gharana traditions.
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Strategies for Preservation of Gharanas in Indian Classical Music

The preservation of gharanas in Indian classical music requires a multifaceted approach that
balances tradition with modernity. To ensure these rich legacies are sustained for future
generations, several strategies can be employed:

Documentation and Archiving:

One of the most effective ways to safeguard gharana traditions is through comprehensive
documentation. This includes creating audio-visual recordings of performances, written
treatises detailing repertoires and techniques, and establishing digital databases to ensure easy
accessibility. Such efforts capture not only the musical nuances but also the historical and
cultural contexts of gharanas. Institutions like the Sangeet Natak Akademi have undertaken
significant archival projects to preserve the repertoire of various gharanas. For example, the
recordings of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan (Patiala Gharana) and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi
(Kirana Gharana) are invaluable resources for both scholars and practitioners.

Revival of Guru-Shishya Parampara:

Reviving the traditional guru-shishya parampara in a modern context is crucial. This can be
achieved through government-supported scholarships for students who wish to pursue
rigorous, long-term training under renowned gurus. Residencies for gurus and immersive
workshops focusing on specific gharana styles can provide an environment conducive to in-
depth learning. For instance, programs like the ITC SRA (Sangeet Research Academy) in
Kolkata create a structured setting where students live and learn directly under the guidance of
eminent gurus, preserving the core elements of the tradition.

Role of Technology:

While technology has posed challenges to traditional practices, it also offers innovative
solutions for preservation. Emerging technologies like virtual reality (VR) and augmented
reality (AR) can create immersive environments that simulate the experience of learning
directly from a guru. Dedicated online platforms showcasing gharana-specific content, such as
lessons, archival recordings, and interactive modules, can help bridge the gap between
traditional pedagogy and modern accessibility. For example, platforms like Darbar Concerts
and other digital archives are increasingly focusing on bringing gharana music to wider
audiences while retaining its authenticity.

Public Awareness and Cultural Advocacy:

Raising public awareness about gharana traditions is essential to generate interest and
appreciation among contemporary audiences. This can be achieved through festivals dedicated
to gharana music, lecture-demonstrations, and collaborations between gharana musicians and
mainstream artists. These efforts can demystify gharanas and make them accessible to a
broader audience. Additionally, integrating gharana studies into school and university music
curriculums can ensure younger generations are exposed to and inspired by these traditions.
Festivals like the Sawai Gandharva Bhimsen Mahotsav, which showcases artists from various
gharanas, have successfully revived interest in classical music and its stylistic diversity.
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By combining these strategies, it is possible to preserve the unique identity of gharanas while
adapting to the demands of the modern era. Such efforts not only honor the legacy of these
traditions but also ensure their continued relevance and vitality.

Conclusion

The gharana system, a cornerstone of Hindustani classical music, stands at a crossroads in the
modern era. While the challenges of globalization, technological advancements, and changing
socio-economic contexts are significant, they also present opportunities for innovation and
adaptation. By embracing both traditional practices and modern tools, it is possible to ensure
the survival and flourishing of gharana traditions for generations to come. The preservation of
these cultural treasures is not just a responsibility but a necessity for maintaining the diversity
and richness of Indian classical music.
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Introduction

Kathak, one of the eight classical dance forms of India, has a rich heritage that blends
storytelling with intricate footwork and rhythmic patterns. Rooted in the Natyashastra, an
ancient treatise on performing arts by Bharata Muni, Kathak emphasizes three primary forms
of expression: Angika (body), Vachika (verbal), and Aharya (costume). Among these, Angika
Abbhinaya is vital for communicating emotions and narratives through gestures, facial
expressions, and body movements.

Angik Abbhinaya, or expressive body language, plays a crucial role in conveying emotions,
narratives, and themes in Kathak performances. The study aims to analyze how different
Gharanas interpret and integrate Angik Abbhinaya into their distinctive styles, contributing to
the evolution of this classical dance form.

This paper focuses on the relevance of Angik Abbhinaya in the context of the Gharanas of
Kathak, specifically the Lucknow, Jaipur, and Banaras Gharanas. Each Gharana possesses
unique stylistic features that shape the interpretation of Angik Abbhinaya, thereby influencing
performance aesthetics. By examining key characteristics of each Gharana, this paper
highlights the interplay between traditional principles and contemporary expressions in
Kathak.

Angik Abbhinaya

Angika abhinaya means to convey the meaning through bodily movements. Bharata's
description of Angika is the detailed study of all the possible gestures, postures and movements
of each and every part of the body. According to Bharata, Angika Abhinaya can be executed
in three chief ways, namely, sarira which means acting by means of limbs, mukhaja, acting by
means of face and cestakrta that is acting by means of the movements of whole body. In
sarirabhinaya, the different kinds of the movements of the chest, the sides, the waist, the
abdomen, the thighs, the shanks and the feet are defined and Bharata also indicates the
occasions for their use. These actions are to be employed during the representations of the
various roles as necessitated by the situation.

Mukhaja represents, head, face and neck of the human body. The eyes play the most important
role with regard to the expressions of feelings and emotions. In a dramatic performance, all the
bhavas and the rasas are expressed through the eyes. The bhava is first indicated by eyes and
then represented by limbs. Conveying the meaning through hastas or hand-gestures known as
hastabhinaya is an important aspect of cestakrta. The tradition of using hastas as expounded by
Bharata and followed by the later Sanskrit drama theorists is still very much alive in the Indian
classical dance traditions such as Bharatanatyam, Kathakali and Odissi etc. Similarly, there are
cari movements that suggest the different types of gait, movements involving the exercise of
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the feet. They are thirty-two in total, out of which, the first sixteen belongs to the earth and the
next sixteen to the sky. There are six sthanas or stances to be resorted to by men while engaging
in conversation, expressing certain sentiments etc. All this artificial gesticulation and stylish
body language transforms any emotion into a beautiful kinetic form which takes natya into the
realm of fantasy, helping the process of rasanubhava that is the aesthetic flavour of the
universalized emotion to be experienced by the spectators through the art of theatre. In this
fashion, the holistic use of all the organs of human body comes under angika abhinaya.

Other names of abhinaya in Natyashastra are Shaakha, Nrutt, and Ankur. Acharya Bharat
defined Angika Abhinaya as Shaakha, which refers to bodily motions or activities before
speaking, such as Soochna or Soochyaabhinaya. The whole body and hand performance is
called Nrutt. Drama, Nrutt, and Nritya (dancing) are Abhinaya-based performing arts,
according to ancient sage. Nrutt and Nritya are Angika Abhinaya with slight traces of others.
These two styles are modern dance. In Abhinaya Darpana, based on Angika Abhinaya, Acharya
Nandikeshwar states that dance should be a harmonic blend of song, performance, rhythm, and
emotion. The song's lyrics may be brought to life using hand gestures, emotions, eye
movements, and rhythmic footwork. In a dance performance, follow the hands' direction. Focus
your concentration where your gaze is. My emotions should reflect my mood. Emotion will
help the dance performance accomplish its purpose and engage the audience.

Gharanas of Kathak

Kathak is one of the most important classical dances of India. Kathak is said to be derived from
the word katha, meaning "the art of storytelling.” The Kathak dance form originated in north
India. In ancient India, there were Kathakars or bards who used to recite religious and
mythological tales to the accompaniment of music, mime, and dance.

Kathak is traditionally divided into three main Gharanas, each with its distinctive style and
approach to performance:

Jaipur Gharana

Jaipur Gharana is supposed to be the oldest school of Kathak dance that is why it is not about
one family tradition but many family’s tradition is seen in Jaipur Gharana. This school of
Kathak mostly get their patronage by Rajasthan Kingdoms. There is no written history found
about the Kathakas of Jaipur gharana, but the earliest name that fall back to the history is of
Bhanuji. He learnt Tandava dance from some saint. Bhanuji used to perform at Govindji’s
temple and at the Jaipur palace, he also went to other courts for his performance.

Specialities:

Jaipur Gharana represents Hindu tradition of Kathak. Demonstration of complicated
Layakaries through Tatkar is a common feature if this Gharana. They give more importance to
the accuracy of foot-work than the hand gestures. Besides intricate patterns of the foot work,
they give attention to the execution of the bols of Pakhawaj and Tabla. Long compositions of
different layakaries are their specialities. There is more piousness in their expression and for
that they prefer Bhajan, Pads etc for Bhaav than Thumri.
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Lucknow Gharana

Lucknow Gharana’s beginning is believed from Ishwari Prasadji, who went to a village in
Allahabad. The dance he brought here with him was known as Natwari Nritya. He was a great
devotee of Lord Krishna; it is said that Lord Krishna came in his dream and ordered him to
prepare the Bhagavata. He prepared the whole Bhagavat and also gave the training to his three
sons Adguji, Khadguji and Tularamji. Ishwarji died and his wife became sati with him. These
left a big impact on their sons, because of which Tularamji adopted apathy and Khadguji left
dancing. Adguji had three sons Prakashji, Dayalji and Harilalji. They all got training from their
father. All three brothers came to lucknow and was appointed as dancer at the court of Nawab
Asafuddaula.

The time period of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah is believed as a golden period for Kathak. Music
and dance got a lavish patronage in 18th and 19th centuries by such Nawabs. Thakur Prasadji
had two sons Bindadinji and Kalka Prasadji, they were also court dancer. The beauty and
gracefulness of Lucknow Gharana we see today is because of these two brothers.

During Muslim period, the kathak lost its Bakhti Bhaav and the dance was only done for
entertainment of the kings. The kings have less interest in the stories of God and Goddeses,
they wanted a dance with technical virtuosity. Hence, the kathak dancers began to focus more
on nritya and Bhaav. So kathak became a gracefull, decorative and expressive dance. Bhava
became the foot of this Gharana and to present it they created many items such as Thumris,
Nayak-Nayika bhed etc. They evolved effective expressional dance, which included ample
scope to show Sanchari bhava.

Specialities:

In Lucknow Gharana more stress is being given on gestural beauty in the Tukdas and Todas
than on foot work. Graceful, soft and subtle movement is its main characteristic. Main feature
of this Gharana is to show Thumri Bhaav. They also perform Todas, Tukdas, Parmelus.

Costume was also different, women wear chudidaar kameez which has tighter fitting above the
waist and a flare in round shape below it. This style is known as Anarkali. Accessories like a
cap with a feather on it, chand a hair ornament and a bandi or small waist coat. A belt made up
of Zari or precious stones is worn on the waist.

Banaras Gharana

The third Gharana of kathak which is not known much is Banaras Gharana or Janki Prasad
gharana. He was one of the brothers of famous Tabla player Pandit Ramasahaya, who is
considered as founder of Banaras school of table. Janki prasadji’s chief disciple was Chunilalji.
Speciality:

These gharana gave importance to the bols of pure dance. In Banaras gharana more focus is
done on tuning of bols by feet. In the ‘tighda dig dig’ the other dancers strokes the feet four
times, they strokes six times for more accurate sound. Perfect Chakradhar Gats
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Kathak Technique

The Kathak dancer has been a solo dancer. Here dancer is presented not as an actor but as a
narrator. The form of the dance has also undergone many significant changes during the last
few years.

Kathak is a classical dance form. The basic stance of the foot is the samapada.

Kathak is two-dimensional in character. Especially when pirouettes are executed, it is along a
central vertical median from which no shifts or deflections take place. The human form is
conceived of as a straight line and there are very few deviations from the vertical median or
the Brahmasutra. The weight of the body in the initial stances of the dance is equally placed
and the knees are not flexed. The feet, in this position, are invariably in the sama pada, the first
sequence is also executed in the sama pada position. The complex foot -work can be executed
precisely only through a delicate balance of weight on the flat foot. When the Kathak dancer
moves in front, she does not place the anchita foot forward (hell on the ground) or the kunchita
foot (toe on the ground) she places the flat foot forward lightly, carrying the weight of the body
along rather than shifting the weight tersely. Tattakara in Kathak is the ability of the dancer to
execute a variety of rhythmic patterns (jatis) on a basic metrical cycle (tala)

The characteristic feature of the dance style is its jumps and pirouettes. Chakkars or bhramaris
are the important elements of this dance form. These are the utplavanas and bhramaris in the
Natyasastra. The caris such as svastika, irdhvajani, vidyudbhranta are all seen in the paintings
related to Krsna and Gopis, which are the main thematic elements of Kathak recitals and are
widely used in various techniques.

That which is done in all the gharanas is an initial stance in which the dancer stands with the
body firm and upright the right arm bent at elbow and the hand resting on the waist and the left
raised a little over. The dancer stands with his feet crossed with the right slightly bent and only
the toes touching the ground.

The dancer starts with the rhythmic graceful movements of the angas and the upangas such as
eyes, eyebrows, neck, chest and shoulders, while the musicians play at a medium tempo in a
relaxed mood. The extensive use of the upangas of face is seen mainly in lukhnow gharana. It
is a sort or warming-up for the full and scintillating dance, which is to follow. That is followed
by stylized walk. The Nitta portion Gat is taken from the word gait, which means walk showing
abstract visually beautiful gaits or scenes from daily life. Kavit is a poem set on a time-cycle
in which the dancer will perform movements that echo the meaning of the poem.

The structure of a conventional kathak performance tends to follow a progression in tempo
from slow to fast, ending with a dramatic climax. A short danced composition is known as a
tukra, a longer one as a tora. There are also compositions consisting solely of footwork. All
compositions are performed so that the final step and beat of the composition lands on the sama
or first beat of the time-cycle. Most compositions also have bols (rhythmic words), which serve
both as mnemonics to the composition and whose recitation forms an integral part of the
performance.
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A typical performance of kathak unfolds gradually through several stages, each stage
establishing a tempo and dynamic quicker and more intense than the last. The slow introductory
invocations to the gods are followed by expressive pieces that rely on the art of suggestion like
gatnikas where the dancer hints at a series of animal or human characters using chals and poses,
gatbhav, storytelling, performed in dhrut tempo. Technical virtuosity in the form of footwork
is usually reserved for the very fastest tempo, and dancers often enter into playful rhythmic
competition with their tabla accompanists in the form of a duet (jugalbandi) where one imitates
the other. Caris like samapada, bhramari, vidyudbhranta and karanas like Itnam, vr$cikam,
ghiirnitam and apakranta of Natyasastra can be identified in this style. However, generally the
reeling movements and gaits are in samasthana in kathak. Kathak has some traces of
katibhrantam karana of Natya$astra.

“Abhinavagupta recommending this karana for tala yati reveals a continuity of thought that
exists as seen in the present kathak dances in which the whirls are particularly used in yati
patterns.”

In Kathak, the abhinaya portions have evolved out of many dance traditions known to central
India. To the accompaniment of the song the dancer presents meaning through gesture. A
collection of Sahitya (literature) of the dance-style from scattered sources in Central India
would perhaps bring to light a sizeable literature of the dance -The Sahitya gave way to the
abstract playing on the sarangi of the recurrent melodic line without the words.

Kathak conceives of abhinaya under two broad headings. The first is known as the gatabhava
or just bhava and the second as abhinaya proper. The gatabhava is executed without the help
of words. The dancer makes another entry into the acting arena by what is known as the
gatapalta and gatanikas. After this entry she presents very brief pieces based on the life of
Krishna and the gopis.

The principle of the transitory states (sancharibhava) is seen at its best in the abhinaya proper
in Closely related to the gatabhava is the presentation of the nayikabheda by the Kathak dancer.
The Kathak dancer presents different types of the nayikas not through abhinaya to a song, but
only the tune of the lehara. All the eight nayikas of the Indian tradition are known to the Kathak
dancer and she may present them as a separate number or as different gatas. All these are
presentations of Bhava, and the variations of a dominant mood could be endless.

Kathak. The abhinaya is performed to different types of poetic and musical compositions. The
abhinaya was performed by the rasadhari dancers to the singing of the dhruvapad and the
prabandh. These compositions went out of vogue but were replaced by two other compositions
namely the hori and the dhamar. The hori is a set composition of north Indian music which is
usually sung to the deepachandi tala. The lyric revolves round the theme of the Holi festival.
The dhamar takes its name from the tala of 14 beats called dhamar and is usually sung or
performed in a mood of obeisance. The Kathak dancer also presents the dhamar in this manner;
the learning of various rhythmical composition in the dhamar song and tala is essential for her.
The great masters of the kathak dancer, Maharaj Bindadin and his brother kalka, were
composes of thumris, bhajans and padas. These bhajans and padas were written specially for
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the dance and it is clear from their wording that the writers were providing words for
movements.

The richest part of the abhinaya number is the thumri. The musical composition has been the
Kathak dancer's solid foundation for abhinaya. The Kathak dancer interprets the word,
sometimes the entire line, sometimes only the word and sometimes the nuances of the word as
interpreted through the vocal rendering of the thumri. In a given framework, the singer can
present several variations and the dancer can also execute as many variations in the content.
This makes great demands on the imaginative faculty of the dancer who has to represent,
through movement, many analogies and images which communicates the basic idea contained
in the word. A simple word like path can be interpreted in the appropriate context as the milky
way or as the auspicious parting of a woman's hair or the path of the collyrium of her eyes etc.
The rhythmic footwork is not important and even if the dancer is not sitting down and
interpreting the song, there is hardly any movement of the feet. It is only through the movement
of the hands, the eyes, the eyebrows etc. that the dancer presents the entire gamut of feelings
and emotions possible for a particular sthayibhava. The vitality of the Kathak dance has
remained undiminished because the thumri on the one hand and the tala on the other provided
the dancer with solid pillars around which variations could be built in both the nritta and the
abhinaya portions.

Natyashastra Talks about Ankur Abhinaya and this abhinaya is seen in the beginning of any
items based on abhinaya eg Thumri or pad or Bhajan. When we talk of the Nritta aspect of the
dance form we can say that Thaat which is done in the very beginning of the performance. It is
as if that the body of the dancer starts dancing thorugh this item with small movements like the
sproutes coming out of the seed or the Ankura abhinaya taking place and then everything grows
the compositions, variety and the movements are larger and the body expands even the laya
gradually increases and thus it turns into the shakha abhinaya as the dance performance
proceeds.

In abhinaya items also we gradually start with the basic and simple gesture which expresses
the emotions of the sahitya. When the lines are repeated every time the varieties of emotions
or the vinyas or sanchari are demonstrated thus the item grows gradually and ultimately the
rasa is experienced.

Every dance style including kathak represents or uses the Angik Abhinaya of Natyashashtra
differently, so does kathak. Talking about kathak the first thing that comes to mind is the sound
of the gunghroos and how the dancer executes the footwork in such speed along with so much
variations in bols and the laya and tala are correctly maintained. While doing this the dancer
uses the feet with various techniques based on Natyashastra we can say that in kathak mainly
the pashni/ heel is used there is also specific use of pashva or the side of the feet for certain
bole like in the bole TAKIT TAKIT DHIN for TAKIT the pashni is used and for Dhin the
pashva is used. In many other bols like DHIN DHIN DHIN DHIN the pashva is used. The DIG
DIG DIG DIG which is done majorly by using the heels or pashni is also a use of Kutanam
chari given in Natyashastra.
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Apart form these the Sarana Karna where the dancer glides with the feet like a snake with both
feet completely touching ground and feet is not at all lifted is also seen in Kathak performance.
As we talk of angik abhinaya many hand gestures Samyukta as well as Asamyukta are also
used frequently in kathak. Usage of various eye movements as well as drishti bheda as given
in Natyashastra is also seen in kathak while abhinaya items are performed.

Comparative Analysis

The three Gharanas of Kathak illustrate the versatile application of Angik Abbhinaya. While
the Lucknow Gharana focuses on emotive expression and storytelling, and greatly uses the
upangas, the Jaipur Gharana highlights technical prowess and rhythm. The Banaras Gharana
balances these aspects by weaving in spiritual narratives, demonstrating how Angik Abbhinaya
adapts to different thematic contexts.

Despite their differences, all Gharanas recognize the foundational role of Angik Abbhinaya as
articulated in the Natyashastra. The adaptability of this expressive form allows Kathak to
remain a dynamic and evolving art form, resonating with contemporary audiences while
preserving its classical roots.

Conclusion

Angik Abbhinaya serves as a critical link between the Natyashastra and the diverse
interpretations found within the Gharanas of Kathak. Each Gharana's distinctive approach to
body language, gestures, and facial expressions not only enriches the narrative depth of
performances but also preserves the cultural heritage of this classical dance form. As Kathak
continues to evolve, the principles of Angik Abbhinaya will remain integral to its expression,
bridging tradition with modernity.
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Abstract

This research paper delves into the unparalleled contribution of Pandit Arvind Parikh as a Guru
in the realm of Indian classical music, particularly in sitar pedagogy. With a legacy spanning
over five decades, Arvind Parikh has been instrumental in nurturing students across diverse
geographies and instruments. The paper draws from my personal association as a disciple and
provides insights into his teaching methodology, the impact of his tutelage, and his
contributions to preserving and propagating the Etawah Gharana tradition.

Introduction

Pandit Arvind Parikh stands as a towering figure in the field of Indian classical music, not just
for his musicianship but also for his role as an exceptional Guru. Beginning his teaching
journey in the 1970s with a handful of students, he has, over the decades, built a legacy that
now encompasses more than 45 disciples from across the globe. His students include
accomplished performers and teachers proficient in Sitar, Surbahar, Shehnai, Violin, Santoor,
Rudra Veena, and vocal music. Many of his students are graded artists on radio and television,
contributing to the vibrancy of the classical music landscape.

This paper aims to chronicle the journey of Pandit Arvind Parikh as a Guru, exploring his
teaching philosophy, methodologies, and legacy. As his disciple, I draw upon firsthand
experiences and insights to present an authentic narrative of his immense contributions.

Early Days of Teaching

Arvind Parikh began his teaching career around 1970 with just four students. His passion for
imparting knowledge soon became a defining aspect of his life. Despite his commitments as a
businessman, he meticulously structured his schedule to dedicate substantial time to teaching.
Starting with around 60 hours a month in the 1970s, his teaching commitments progressively
grew, now amounting to between 80 and 100 hours monthly.

His teaching sessions, held late at night from 9:00 pm to midnight, are a testament to his
discipline and dedication. His ability to balance professional, personal, and teaching
responsibilities reflects an unparalleled commitment to the art.

Pedagogical Philosophy
Arvind Parikh's teaching philosophy revolves around three dimensions of musicianship:

1. Communicative Dimension: This aspect focuses on technical mastery over the
instrument, adherence to raga grammar, raga presentation protocols, and repertoire
building. It is the most tangible and transmissible dimension of his teaching.

2. Expressive Dimension: This involves the emotional connection with music, which
requires the musician to discover and channel the source of music within.
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3. Contemplative Dimension: The deepest dimension, involving the spiritual and
philosophical aspects of music, which can only be realized through self-discovery.
Here, the Guru’s role is limited to providing guidance and insights.

Legacy of the Etawah Gharana

As the principal heir to Ustad Vilayat Khan’s legacy, Arvind Parikh’s teaching meticulously
preserves and enhances the unique elements of the Etawah Gharana. Over 40 years, he has
documented every aspect of his teaching, creating a treasure trove of resources for future
generations. His efforts include print and digital materials that cover compositions, techniques,
and ragas integral to the gharana.

Innovations in Teaching Methods

Pandit Arvind Parikh’s pragmatism extends to his classification of ragas into "performance
ragas" and "knowledge ragas.” This classification helps students prioritize their learning and
understand the practical aspects of raga presentation. His Raga-Vidya series, comprising video
recordings, serves as a guide to the grammar and aesthetics of performance ragas.

Additionally, his emphasis on the bandish (composition) as a central element of raga
performance underscores his holistic approach. A repository of over 400 documented
bandishes, including his own compositions, stands as a testament to his commitment to
preserving the wisdom of the gharana.

Methodology of Taleem

The process of taleem (teaching) under Arvind Parikh is both
structured and individualized. Key aspects of his methodology
include:

Technical Mastery

e Sound Priming: Drawing from Ustad Vilayat Khan’s innovations, students are trained in
techniques such as sound-priming and integrating melody with acoustic ambiance.

e Alap-Jod-Jhala and Bandish Presentation: His guidance ensures a comprehensive
understanding of these elements, forming the backbone of raga presentation.

Raga Exploration

o Storytelling Approach: Arvind Parikh’s approach to raga exploration follows a
systematic, narrative-like structure, drawing analogies with language to create a coherent
musical story.

« Bandish Knowledge: Emphasizing the beauty and significance of bandishes, he equips his
students with a diverse repertoire to enrich their interpretations.

Use of Technology

In recent years, Arvind Parikh has embraced technology, conducting Skype sessions to reach
students worldwide. This adaptation ensures continuity in learning despite geographical
constraints.
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Guru Purnima: A Unique Tradition

The annual Guru Purnima celebration is a
hallmark of Arvind Parikh’s teaching ethos.
Held in different cities, this event serves as a
platform for students to showcase their :
progress. Performances are critically evaluated, L./
and detailed feedback is provided. These events
foster a sense of community and inspire
students to excel.

Impact on Students

The success of Arvind Parikh as a Guru is reflected in the achievements of his students. Many
have become professional musicians and teachers, carrying forward the legacy of the Etawah
Gharana. His training manuals and resources have further empowered them to teach the next
generation effectively.

Personal Reflections

As a disciple, 1 have experienced firsthand the transformative power of his teaching. His
meticulous attention to detail, profound insights, and unwavering support have shaped my
musical journey. The depth of his knowledge and his ability to inspire make him a Guru par
excellence.

Conclusion

Pandit Arvind Parikh’s contribution as a Guru transcends the realm of music. His holistic
approach, innovative teaching methods, and commitment to preserving the Etawah Gharana
tradition have left an indelible mark on Indian classical music. As his disciple, | am privileged
to be part of this rich legacy, and this paper is a humble tribute to his extraordinary journey as
a Guru.
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Development of Indian Classical Music and Gurbani Sangeet Instruments
in Gharanas/taksaal Traditions

Amandeep Singh
Introduction

Indian Classical Music, an ancient and complex tradition, has evolved over millennia. It is
broadly divided into two major traditions: Hindustani (North Indian) and Carnatic (South
Indian) music. Gurbani Sangeet, the Sikh musical tradition, is integral to Sikh worship. The
development of these musical traditions is influenced significantly by the Gharana system in
Hindustani music and the Taksaal traditions in Sikh music. These gharanas/taksaal have played
a crucial role in the development and diversification of musical instruments, imparting unique
styles and techniques to the instruments they embraced.

This paper explores the evolution of Indian Classical Music, the role of Gharanas, and the
development of Gurbani Sangeet instruments in Taksaal traditions.Evolution of Indian
Classical Music

Indian Classical Music has a rich history that traces back to the Vedic period, with references
found in ancient scriptures like the Sama Veda. Over centuries, this music evolved through
various stages, influenced by different cultures, rulers, and musicians.

1.Vedic Period: The roots of Indian music are found in the Vedas, particularly the Sama Veda,
which outlines the earliest form of musical chant. These hymns were recited in specific melodic
patterns known as Samagana.

2.Post-Vedic Period: With the development of the Natya Shastra by Bharata Muni around 200
BCE to 200 CE, the theoretical foundation of Indian music was laid. This treatise elaborated
on various musical scales (ragas) and rhythmic patterns (talas).

3.Medieval Period: The medieval period saw the crystallization of the two major traditions:
Hindustani and Carnatic. This was a time of prolific musical composition and the development
of numerous ragas and talas.

4.Modern Period: The 20th century brought about significant changes with the advent of
recording technology and mass media, enabling Indian Classical Music to reach a global
audience.

Classification of Instruments in Indian Classical Music

According to the instrumental traditions, its divide into different category like:

In the Hindustani music tradition, instruments are divided into four parts

1.Tatt VVadan : stringed instruments eg. Sitar, saarangi, violen etc.

2.Avanadh Vadan: An instrument covered with leather like tabla, dholak etc.

3.Sushir Vadan: Instruments played with breath from the mouth eg. Shehnai, been, flute etc.

4.percussive instruments: Cymbals played by friction or friction between metals like manjira
etc.
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The antiquity of Hindustani music can be estimated from the sculptures found during
excavations of the Indus Valley Civilization and Mohenjodaro Civilization, several ancient
veenas and the sculpture of various musical instruments. Music is found in the Vedas, Puranas,
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Upanishads and ancient texts.

The Gharana System in Hindustani Classical Music: The Gharana system is a distinctive
feature of Hindustani Classical Music. The term "Gharana" itself means "house™ or "family."
It refers to a system of social organization linking musicians by lineage or apprenticeship and
representing a particular style of music.

1.0rigin and Evolution: The Gharana system emerged around the 16th century to preserve and
pass down musical traditions. Each Gharana developed its unique style and interpretation of
ragas and talas.

2.Major Gharanas: Some of the prominent Gharanas in Hindustani music include:

0 Gwalior Gharana: Known for its emphasis on khayal singing, the Gwalior Gharana is one
of the oldest. The gharana's approach and techniques have influenced many instrumentalists
over the centuries. Its emphasis on melody, clarity of notes, and rhythmic intricacy has
shaped the playing styles of various instruments such as the sitar, sarod, and harmonium[1].

o Kirana Gharana: Famous for its focus on the purity of notes (swara) and slow tempo
(vilambit laya). Instrumentalists influenced by this gharana strive to emulate expressive
and nuanced vocal techniques in their playing, making instruments like the sitar, sarangi,
and flute popular within this tradition [2].

o Patiala Gharana: Distinguished by its lively and ornamented style of singing. Although the
Patiala gharana was originally founded by Mian Kallu, it is widely acknowledged that it
was Ali Baksh Khan and Fateh Ali Khan who popularised the Patiala tradition of singing
and brought it acclaim and attention across the subcontinent. There is also instrument
tradition as well as singing. So many instrumentalists are from Patiala reyasat like Bhai
Harnam singh, Bhai kahan singh ji and Baba Sham singh ji etc.

0 Sham chaurasi Gharana: Sham Chaurasi Gharana is a vocal gharana (a family's singing
style) in Hindustani classical music known for singing vocal duets. It is also known as the
cradle of Drupad. They used layakari using bol-taan and tihai, fast sargam and taan patterns.
Instruments commonly associated with this gharana include the sarangi and harmonium.
These instruments are often used to accompany vocal performances but have also
developed solo traditions within the gharana [3].

0 Bishnupur Gharana: The Bishnupur gharana (alternatively spelled Vishnupur gharana) is a
form of singing that follows the dhrupad tradition of Hindustani music. He could play with
ease instruments like the surbahar, sitar and esraj. He was looked upon with much
veneration by his contemporary musicians including Ustad Alauddin Khan. The
instrumentalists from this gharana often incorporate the complex rhythms and melodic
structures found in their vocal performances into their instrumental work [4].

0 Sufiana Gharana Kashmir: The sufiana gharana of Kashmir is well-known for its distinctive
musical tradition, which is both vocal and instrumental music traditions. They mostly used

154



Tfla & gerl &1 geed (YR 717 gl & oy g 7 - yrr e ISBN: 978-81-956774-8-1

the santoor instrument for instrumental and vocal performances. Pt. Bhajan Bhajan Sopori
has played a significant role in preserving and advancing this musical heritage. The Santoor
played with mallets, produces a resonant and ethereal sound that complements the gharana's
focus on subtlety and depth [5].

0 Etawah Gharana: Etawah Gharana is a North Indian school of sitar and surbahar music. It
is named after a small town near Agra where Imdad Khan (1848-1920) lived. It is also
known as Imdadkhani Gharana after its founder Imdad Khan. The primary instruments of
the Etawah Gharana are the sitar and the surbahar. These instruments are noted for their
expressive and intricate performances, blending vocal techniques (gayaki ang) into
instrumental music[6].

0 Maihar Gharana: Maihar Gharana or Maihar-Senia Gharana is a gharana or school of
classical music, a genre of Indian classical music originating in the northern parts of the
Indian subcontinent. This school was founded by Alauddin Khan in the princely state of
Maihar, now in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, hence the name Maihar. It has
produced some of the most celebrated musicians in these fields, including Pandit Ravi
Shankar and Ustad Ali Akbar Khan, who have carried the legacy of the gharana to
international stages[7].

0 Senia Gharana: The Senia Gharana is closely associated with the lineage of Miyan Tansen,
one of the most revered figures in Indian classical music. The gharana was named after
Misri Singh, Tansen’s son-in-law, who was instrumental in developing its instrumental
style [8]. This gharana is best known for its sitar and surbahar performances. The Senia
Gharana emphasizes a distinctive approach that integrates complex melodic and rhythmic
structures, showcasing the rich tradition of instrumental music [8]. The instrumental style
of the Senia Gharana is characterized by its use of intricate ornamentation and elaborate
melodic patterns. This tradition aims to emulate the nuances of vocal music, often
incorporating elements such as Gamak and Meend to create a deeply expressive
performance [9].

0 Indore Gharana: The Indore Gharana was established by Amir Khan, who was deeply
influenced by earlier musicians like Abdul Wahid Khan. The gharana is known for its
innovative approach to khayal, a genre of Hindustani classical music [10]. its emphasis on
melody and rhythm has indirectly influenced instrumental performances in Hindustani
music.

0 Senia-Meihar Gharana: The gharana was significantly shaped by Ustad Allauddin Khan,
who integrated the Senia style's melodic and rhythmic sophistication with his own
innovations. The Maihar Gharana is renowned for its performance on the sitar, sarod, and
other classical instruments. The style emphasizes intricate ornamentations, profound
emotional expression, and the use of traditional ragas and talas [11].

0 Senia- Shahjahanpur Gharana: * The Senia-Shahjahanpur Gharana is an amalgamation of
the traditional Senia style with local influences from Shahjahanpur. This combination led
to a distinctive style in instrumental music, especially prominent in the sarod [12]. The
gharana is celebrated for its unique approach to playing the sarod. It emphasizes intricate
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melodic and rhythmic patterns, which are a hallmark of its style [13]. This gharana has been
influential in shaping the instrumental music landscape in North India, producing many
esteemed musicians. The "Glimpses of Senia-Shahjahanpur Gharana™ series showcases this
tradition through various albums, reflecting its rich musical heritage [14].

0 Senia- bangash Gharana: The Senia-Bangash Gharana evolved from the Senia tradition,
enriched by the musical innovations of the Bangash family. Ghulam Bandagi Khan
Bangash, a key figure, moved from Afghanistan to India and contributed significantly to
this gharana's development [15].The gharana is renowned for its distinctive approach to
playing the sarod, characterized by intricate melodic and rhythmic patterns. It has been
instrumental in shaping the contemporary style of sarod performance [16]. Prominent
exponents of the Senia-Bangash Gharana include Amjad Ali Khan, who represents the sixth
generation of this gharana. His performances exemplify the gharana's rich tradition and
excellence.

0 Lukhnow- shahjahanpur Gharana: The Lucknow-Shahjahanpur Gharana combines
elements from both regions, known for its classical depth and intricate playing techniques
[17]. Musicians from this gharana have made significant impacts in the field of instrumental
music. llyas Khan, a noted sitar maestro from this gharana, exemplifies its style with
performances like Raga Chhayanat and Raga Kafi [18].

Influence on Musicians: The Gharana system has had a profound influence on the training and
performance styles of classical musicians. It has helped preserve the diversity of musical
expression within the broader framework of Hindustani Classical Music.

Gurbani sangeet The instrumental music tradition of Gurbani sangeet was born with Gur
Shabad along with Bhai Mardane's Rabab, but its motif emerged not only as an independent
instrument but also as an ensemble instrument. In the Gurbani Sangeet tradition it is divided
into five sections. Proof of which 'Panch Bachitra* or 'Panch Shabdi* etc. have been used to
classify instruments.

1.Tattva : Stringed instruments are called tattva saaz. It has rabab, saranda, taus, dilruba, esraj,
taar-shehnai, sarangi (folk singing instrument) etc.

2.Vitatt (Fins): In the category of fins instruments come leather-covered instruments that are
used to give rhythm. Among them are Mridanga, Tabla, Jodi etc.

3.Ghan (Cube): Instruments made of metal are called cube instruments. Manjira, tallis, sieves
etc.

4.Mukhar: The instruments coming in this category are hollow inside which produce sound or
sound by striking the mouth.

5.Sukhar: Instruments which are played by blowing are called Sukhar like flute, bean, shehnai
etc.

Here according to the topic, Dilruba, Esraj , Taar shenai, Taus di vadan shallies, inthis thesis
we will discussing and important parts of these instruments about playing technique,structure
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of instrument,gharanas, technical terminology, talking about instrumental music. We will
focused on both styles like Hindustani music as well as Gurbani Sangeet.

Gurbani Sangeet and Taksaal Traditions

Gurbani Sangeet refers to the singing of sacred hymns from the Guru Granth Sahib, the holy
scripture of Sikhism. The music is a blend of devotional lyrics and classical ragas, deeply
rooted in the spiritual and cultural life of Sikhs.

1. Historical Background: The tradition of Gurbani Sangeet began with Guru Nanak Dev Ji,
the founder of Sikhism, who composed hymns and set them to classical ragas. Subsequent Sikh
Gurus continued this tradition, enriching the musical heritage.

2. Development of Instruments: Traditional Sikh music employs a variety of instruments, some
of which have been adapted or developed within the Taksaal (training school) traditions.

3. Taksaal Traditions: These are the training institutions that have preserved and propagated
the musical traditions of Sikhism. Prominent Taksaals include:

0 Damdami Taksaal: Known for its emphasis on both musical and scriptural education. ¢
Founded by Guru Gobind Singh Ji in the late 17th century, Damdami Taksaal serves as a
center for Sikh education and training. The institution plays a crucial role in the
preservation and dissemination of Sikh religious teachings. Today, Damdami Taksaal
operates with several branches and continues to be a key institution in the Sikh community.
It is involved in various educational, religious, and cultural activities [19]. The Taksaal
focuses on imparting knowledge about the Guru Granth Sahib, Sikh scriptures, and the
teachings of Sikh Gurus. It also emphasizes the practice of Sikh values and traditions [20].
They teaches all string instruments.

0 Nirmala Taksaal: Focuses on the scholarly study of Gurbani and its musical rendition. The
Nirmala Taksaal originated as a sect within Sikhism and was influenced by the Nirmala
tradition, which emphasizes scholarly study and spiritual learning. It was established by
Sant Darshan Singh Ji [21].Educational Focus: Nirmala Taksaal is known for its emphasis
on the detailed study of Sikh scriptures and philosophy. It shares similarities with the
teachings of Damdami Taksaal but is not directly descended from it. Relation to Damdami
Taksaal: Contrary to some beliefs, Nirmala Taksaal and Damdami Taksaal have different
origins. While both emphasize the study of Sikhism, Damdami Taksaal was founded by
Guru Gobind Singh Ji and is not a direct offshoot of the Nirmala tradition.

0 Taruna Dal: An important institution for the promotion of traditional Sikh martial and
musical arts. Taruna Dal was a significant part of the Dal Khalsa, the collective army of the
Sikhs during the 18th century. The Dal Khalsa was divided into two main sections: the
Budha Dal and the Taruna Dal. The Budha Dal comprised veteran and older soldiers, while
the Taruna Dal consisted of younger, more active warriors. The primary role of the Taruna
Dal was to engage in offensive operations and raids. They were known for their agility and
combat skills, often taking the lead in battles and skirmishes. This division allowed the Sikh
army to utilize the experience of older soldiers and the vigor of younger ones effectively
[22].

157



Tfla & gerl &1 geed (YR 717 gl & oy g 7 - yrr e ISBN: 978-81-956774-8-1

0 Shri Bhaini Sahib Taksaal: it is started from satguru ram singh ji after that satguru partaap
singh ji then satguru jagjeet singh ji. They follow the original traditions from gurukal. They
use all gurmat sangeet string instruments with keertan chaunki parampara. There are so
many ustaads from Indian classical music as well as gurmat sangeet teaching both
traditions.

0 Punjabi University Taksaal: Punjabi University has a full-fledged Gurmat Sangeet
Department there are both Departments Gurmat Sangeet VVocal and Gurmat Sangeet Tanti
Saaz Vadan . There are well-educated professors, associate professors and assistant
professors teaching both keertan traditions. There are so many teachers also teaching all
string instruments that belong to the Gurmat Sangeet like Rabab, Dilruba, Taus, Esraj,
Saranda and percussion instruments like Tabla, Jodi, etc.

o Javadi Taksal: which is at Ludhiana was started by Baba Sucha Singh Ji. There are so many
teachers also teaching all string instruments that belong to the Gurmat Sangeet like Rabab,
Dilruba, Taus, Esraj, Saranda and percussion instruments like Tabla, Jodi etc.

Role of Gharanas in Modern Indian Classical Music

Despite the advent of modern technology and changing musical tastes, the Gharana system
remains relevant in contemporary Indian Classical Music.

1.Adaptation and Innovation: Many modern musicians are firmly rooted in their respective
Gharanas, yet they fearlessly incorporate elements from other styles and genres, resulting in a
more eclectic and versatile approach.

2.Global Influence: The Gharana system has attracted admirers and students worldwide,
playing a significant role in spreading and appreciating Indian Classical Music globally.

3.Preservation of Tradition: Gharanas preserve and share their unique styles and interpretations
of ragas and talas through recordings, performances, and digital media.

Conclusion

The development of Indian Classical Music and Gurbani Sangeet is a testament to the rich
cultural and spiritual heritage of India. The Gharana system in Hindustani music and the
Taksaal traditions in Sikh music have played crucial roles in preserving and evolving these
musical forms. As these traditions continue to adapt and flourish in the modern era, they remain
a vibrant and integral part of India’s cultural landscape.
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Pandanallur Bani of Bharatanatyam dance

Dr. Jalpa V. Patel — Assistant Professor
Department of Dance, Faculty of Performing Aurts,
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda.

The different banis or styles of Bharatanatyam have common roots which are based in ancient
texts like Natyashastra and Abhinaya Darpana. Mostly the Banis are named after the village of
the Guru. The different styles are mostly differentiated in the nritta aspect by presentation of
adavus, body movements, Utplavanas, nadai etc. The difference is also in the presentation of
abhinaya and the predominant rasas that are used, that is the nritya aspect of Bharatanatyam
dance. The differences are also seen in the composition of music in different styles which also
depends on the region and the culture of the region.

The main Banis of Bharatanatyam are as follows:
e Thanjavur
e Pandanallur

e Mysore

e Kanchipuram
e Mellatur

e Vazhuvur

e Kalakshetra

Some scholars and Gurus also recognize Baroda style as a style of Bharatanatyam dance style
which is taught in Department of Dance, Faculty of Performing Arts, The Maharaja Sayajiroa
University of Vadodara.

Pandanallur Bani:

Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai established Pandanallur Bani of Bharatanatyam dance style. He
belonged to the village Pandanallur. He was born on September 22, 1868. Meenakshi
Sundaram Pillai spent his childhood and youth in Tanjore. Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai was
Nattuvanar who belonged to the traditional family of musicians in the state of Tamilnadu in
the family of Suryamurty Nattuvanar. Suryamurty was a renowned musician and scholar. He
was a descendant of the Tanjore Quartet. His mother was the daughter of Ponnaih Pillai of the
Tanjore Quartet.!

He received his initial training in dance and music from Kumaraswamy Nattuvanar.
Kumaraswamy Nattuvanar was his aunt’s son. He took advance training in the theoretical and
practical aspects of dance and music from Mahadevan Pillai. Mahadevan Pillai was his uncle
and Shivanandam’s son. (Shivanandam of the Tanjore Quartet). Hence, he took training from
the descendants of Tanjore Quartet, He also took training from Venkataswamy Kadiyar of
Sendalur.

He was a great Nattuvnar, musician and singer. He was proficient in Violin and Mridangam
also. The credit of establishment of Pandanallur School of Bharatanatyam goes to him. He
popularized Bharatanatyam while maintaining the traditional form.
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He insisted on neatness of Adavu and Angashudhi. Therefore his style was more attractive. He
was very creative. He choreographed a number of krutis in Bharatanatyam dance style. Credit
of choreographing Tanavarnams, that were meant for a musical composition exclusively for
singing in Karnatic music concerts, goes to him. He always respected and co-operated with his
contemporary Nattuvnars. He invited famous Nattuvanar Arunachalam for teaching Lasya to
his disciples. He used to invite renowned Nattuvnars time to time for lectures and
demonstrations for the benefit of his disciples. During the Anti-Natch movement he worked to
revive, preserve and propagate the dying art and trained and polished top Bharatanatyam
dancers who later on became a legend and great gurus. He used to train his disciples and even
Devadasis at his residence.?

He migrated to Pandanallur after his marriage to Kalyani who was his Guru’s daughter. The
first generation of Bharatanatyam dancers like Tiruvalputur Rajalakshmi, Tangachi Ammal,
Sabaranjitam, Chokkalingam Pillai, Kubernath Tanjorkar, Mrinalini Sarabhai, Rukmini Devi,
Ram Gopal, Tiruvalaputur Swaminatha Pillai, Tara Chowdary, Shanta Rao and many more
were trained under his expert guidance. Rukmini Devi Arundale invited him to teach in
Kalakshetra. Therefore he came to Madras in 1934.

The credit of world wide popularity of Bharatanatyam goes to the pioneering gurus like
Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai. He was honoured with the ‘Natya Kalanidhi’ in 1943 by
Jagannatha Bhakta Sabha of Madras He had five daughters and a son. His son was Muttaiah
Pillai who taught dance in Bangalore. He lost his eye sight and had hearing problems in the old
age. He also suffered from asthma. He died on 14™ October 1954, at the age of 85 years. The
style that Meenakshi Sundaram (1869 — 1964) Pillai taught came to known as Pandanallur bani
of Bharatanatyam.

Unique aspects of Pandanallur Bani of Bharatanatyam:

The Pandanallur style of Bharatanatyam has very rich variations of adavus. The set of adavus
are of a very varied nature. The linings and geometry is very important in Pandanallur style. A
lot of prominence is given on the symmetry and precision of linings, clarity of hastas and purity
of technique in this bani. Music is very rich in this style. Complex rhythmic permutations is
a unique feature of this style. In this bani arms are kept wide while doing the abhinaya. A lot
of importance was given to anga shudham and araimandi in this bani. Natya dharma is given a
lot of importance in this style. The expressions are subtle. Expressions are not too loud or over
dramatic. The kulluku nadai is a special feature in all the abhinaya items. To cover the stage
with graceful movements was also an important characteristic of Pandanallur Bani. To have a
pleasant smile and also be relaxed while dancing was stressed in this bani. In Pandanallur style
the body had to lean forward from waist upward. The Pandanallur gurus recommended the
Margam format over thematic presentations. There is a gentler approach to footwork. Some
eminent teachers/performers of the Pandanallur style are Pandanallur Jayalakshmi,
Sabaranjitam, Pandanallur Pandian, Alarmel Valli, Meenakshi Chitharanjan, etc.®
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The Evolution of Khayal Singing in Bishnupur Gharana: A Historical
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Abstract

The Bishnupur Gharana is one of the oldest and most distinctive traditions of Indian classical
music, with a rich history rooted in the Dhrupad tradition. Renowned for its unique stylistic
approach, this gharana has played a significant role in preserving and shaping Khayal singing
in the eastern part of India. This article explores the historical evolution of Khayal singing in
the Bishnupur Gharana, its distinct characteristics, pedagogical practices, and contributions to
the broader landscape of Hindustani classical music.

Keyword: Bishnupur Gharana, Khayal Singing, Indian Classical Music, Gharana, Raga, Vocal
Tradition, Khayal Performance, Musical Legacy, Khayal Evolution.

Introduction

The Bishnupur Gharana, originating in the quaint town of Bishnupur in West Bengal, holds a
distinguished place in the history of Indian classical music. Established during the reign of the
Malla kings, this gharana became a vibrant cultural center, thriving under royal patronage.
While its roots lie in the Dhrupad tradition, the Bishnupur Gharana gradually incorporated
Khayal singing, blending its principles while maintaining a unique identity. This evolution
mirrors the broader shift in Hindustani classical music, where Khayal gained prominence as
the dominant form in the 18th and 19th centuries.

This article explores the historical journey of Khayal singing within the Bishnupur Gharana,
delving into its origins, growth, and modern-day relevance. It also highlights the gharana's
teaching traditions, notable artists, and the integration of local cultural influences into its
Khayal repertoire.

Historical Background of Bishnupur Gharana

In the history of Indian classical music, the Bishnupur Gharana stands as a prominent and
distinguished tradition. This is Bengal's sole indigenous gharana, rooted in the Dhrupad style.
If we trace back to the composition of Sri Krishna Kirtan in the 15th century, the practice of
music in Bishnupur spans nearly 600 years. The region already had a vibrant musical
environment due to the practice of storytelling through Katha-Kirtan. However, classical music
as a distinct tradition did not emerge until the time of the gharana’s founder, Adiguru
Ramshankar Bhattacharya (1761-1853). Over the centuries, more than a thousand
accomplished musicians have left their mark on the Bishnupur Gharana. To understand the
roots of Bengal’s raga music, one must look to this gharana. Additionally, it served as a key
influence for Rabindranath Tagore's Dhrupad-style compositions in Rabindra Sangeet.
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In Bishnupur, the spread of Gaudiya Vaishnavism was significantly influenced by Srinivas, a
close companion of Narottam Das. Narottam Thakur, during his stay in Vrindavan, studied
Dhrupad for six to seven years under Haridas Swami, the guru of Tansen. Later, Srinivas, along
with Narottam and Shyamananda, transported sacred scriptures from Vrindavan to Bengal to
propagate Gaudiya Vaishnava teachings. However, near Bishnupur, in a village called
Gopalpur, the scriptures were stolen. Eventually, King Bir Hambir of the Malla dynasty
returned the stolen texts to Acharya Srinivas, who, in turn, initiated the king into Vaishnavism
and decided to settle in Bishnupur. Kirtan and storytelling (Kathakatha) played a pivotal role
in the promotion and dissemination of Gaudiya Vaishnavism.

The development of music in Bishnupur occurred in parallel with the rise of Gaudiya
Vaishnavism. Narottam Das's classical kirtans were introduced to Bishnupur through the
efforts of Srinivas. According to Dr. Sukumar Sen, regular kirtan performances became integral
to the royal households of Bishnupur. Meanwhile, Vrindavani storytelling was rooted in the
classical traditions of Marg Sangeet. These classical kirtans and narratives formed the probable
foundation of Marg Sangeet in Bishnupur .

Origins of Bishnupur Gharana

During the reign of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb (1659-1707), Islamic orthodoxy reached its
peak. Many distinguished artists and intellectuals left his court during this period. According
to popular accounts, Ustad Bahadur Khan, a descendant of Tansen, and Mridang player Pir Bax
left the Mughal court in Delhi and sought refuge in Bishnupur, under the patronage of King
Raghunath Singh 11 (1702-1712) of the Mallabhum kingdom. Ustad Bahadur Khan was
appointed as the court musician there.

Pandit Ramshankar Bhattacharya (1761-1853) is often considered a disciple of Ustad Bahadur
Khan and is regarded as the founding figure of the Bishnupur Gharana. This suggests a
connection between the Bishnupur Gharana and the Senia Gharana. However, there are
significant disagreements on this point. Musicologist Sri Dilip Kumar Mukhopadhyay
analyzed historical timelines and argued that Bahadur Khan arrived in Mallabhum before 1707,
while Ramshankar Bhattacharya's active years began 54 years later.

According to Mukhopadhyay (1963), a master musician from the Mathura-Vrindavan music
tradition, known locally as "Panditji,” visited the court of Raja Chaitanya Singh (1748-1801)
of Bishnupur during a pilgrimage to Puri. During his stay, he inspired the young singer
Ramshankar Bhattacharya, the son of the royal scholar Gadadhar Bhattacharya. On his return
journey, the Pandit stayed in the court for two years, teaching Ramshankar the Dhrupad style.

An alternative theory is presented by musicologist Satyakinkar Bandopadhyay in his book
Bishnupur Gharanar Prakrit Itihas O Ragaruper Sothik Parichay. He argued that Ramshankar
Bhattacharya received training from a renowned Dhrupad singer from the western regions and
later accompanied him for further training. Subsequently, Ramshankar learned Khayal and
Tappa from another Ustad and then returned to Bishnupur.

Although debates persist regarding Ramshankar Bhattacharya's teacher, there is no doubt that
he laid the foundation of the Bishnupur Gharana.
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Characteristics of the Bishnupur Gharana

Dhrupad is one of the oldest forms of Indian classical music. The term "Dhrupad™ is derived
from the word "Dhruvapada,” where "Dhruva" signifies the fixed, steady, eternal, and truthful,
and "Pada" refers to song or composition. The roots of Dhrupad can be traced back to
"Dhruvaprabandha” or "Prabandhagiti."”

Dhrupad is characterized by its slow, solemn, and profound nature, blending spiritual depth
with royal grandeur. In ancient times, the language of Dhrupad reflected spiritual and divine
magnificence, often serving as hymns of praise to deities. During its golden age, it reached
unparalleled heights of excellence and popularity. However, over time, its themes and language
became lighter, shifting to the celebration of seasons, nature, and royal encomiums. This
gradual transition led Dhrupad to lose some of its original status and appeal.

During Emperor Akbar’s reign, four styles of Prabandhagiti lyrics were prevalent: Gaurhar,
Khandar, Dagar, and Nauhar. According to Pandit Sujit Gangopadhyay of the Bishnupur
Gharana, the Dhrupad tradition of Bishnupur shares certain similarities with the Dagar Bani
of Dhrupad. In Vrindavan, Swami Haridas’s disciples practiced Dagur Bani Dhrupad, known
for its enchanting, tender, and emotionally rich expressions, often infused with sweetness or
pathos.

The Malla kings of Bishnupur, who were devout Vaishnavas and temple enthusiasts, played a
pivotal role in supporting the Bishnupur Gharana. They built nearly 150 temples where music
was an integral part of divine worship. Consequently, the Dhrupad tradition of the Bishnupur
Gharana emphasizes devotion and love, distinguishing itself through a simpler, less
ornamented style compared to other gharanas, reflecting its spiritual and aesthetic focus.

In this tradition, the raga is initially introduced through a contemplative exploration using nom-
tom, evoking its meditative essence. This is followed by a rendition of Dhrupad in chautal with
pakhawaj accompaniment. The distinguishing feature of this gharana is its emphasis on
devotion and surrender, rather than showcasing ostentation or mastery. The primary aim of
Dhrupad, which is the worship of the divine, has been profoundly realized within the Bishnupur
Gharana. To this day, the Dhrupad of the Bishnupur Gharana continues to preserve its pure
expression of divine love and devotion.

The Guru-Disciple Tradition of the Renowned Musicians of Bishnupur Gharana

The Bishnupur Gharana, under the guru-disciple tradition, evolved primarily in vocal music
with a focus on Dhrupad, Dhamar, Tarana, Khayal, Tribhat, Chaturang, Tappa, Thumri, and in
instrumental music with the emphasis on Veena, Surbahar, Sitar, Esraj, Jal Tarang, Nayas
Tarang, Mridangam, and Pakhawaj. Ramshankar Bhattacharya (1761-1853), a key figure in the
gharana, initiated Dhrupad compositions in Bengal, and under his influence, Khayal music
began to take shape in Bishnupur. Ramshankar lived for ninety-two years and, during his long
life, played a significant role in shaping the unique outline of Bishnupur Gharana.

Among his brilliant and esteemed disciples were his son Ramkeshav Bhattacharya,
Kshetramohan Goswami, Anantalal Bandopadhyay, and Yadubhatta (Yadunath Bhattacharya).
While Ramshankar himself resided in Bishnupur, his disciples gradually spread across various
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parts of Bengal. Later, the responsibility of the gharana was taken up by renowned musicians
such as Radhika Prasad Goswami, Ramprasanna Bandopadhyay, and Gopeshwar
Bandopadhyay. The tradition continued with figures like Surendranath Bandopadhyay,
Satyakinkar Bandopadhyay, Jnanendra Prakash Goswami, Gokul Nag (Sitar), Ashesh
Bandopadhyay (Sitar, Surbahar, Esraj).

Among those who gained fame in playing the Mridangam were Jagatchand Goswami,
Nrityananda Goswami, Kirtichandra Goswami, Jagannath Mukhopadhyay, Sripati Adhikari,
and Ishwar Chandra Sarkar.

Contributions of the Musicians of Bishnupur Gharana to Indian Music

Ramkeshav Bhattacharya (1808-1850) was the first to spread the music of Bishnupur Gharana
beyond Bishnupur, expanding its reach to Kolkata, Cooch Behar, and other parts of Bengal.
Apart from his expertise in Dhrupad, he was a talented Esraj player and introduced the
Mayurmukhi Esraj, also known as the Taus, in Bishnupur.

Musicologist Ramshankar Bhattacharya's disciple, 'Sangeet Nayak' Kshetramohan Goswami
(1823-1893), established a strong reputation in Kolkata's music community by the age of 35.
Maharaja Jatindramohan of Pathuriaghat appointed him as a singer at his music assembly,
where Kshetramohan also became a disciple of the renowned Veena player Lakshmikanta
Mishra. In 1867, Kshetramohan, along with his guru, organized a large-scale music conference
in Kolkata where musicians from across India shared their views on music. Drawing from these
perspectives, Kshetramohan compiled Indian ragas in a structured form in his research book,
Sangeet Sar. He also wrote valuable works such as the notation of Gitagovinda (Jayadeva’s
song), Kantakoumudi (a collection of notations for Dhrupad, Khayal, and Tappa), and
Ashurajani Tattva (the first Bengali text on Esraj teaching). His disciples, such as
Shourindramohan Thakur, Kaliprasanna Bandopadhyay, and Krishnadhan Bandopadhyay,
became well-known singers of the Bishnupuri style.

Sangeet Keshari Anantalal Bandopadhyay (1832-1896) followed the teachings of his guru
Ramshankar Bhattacharya, dedicating his life to teaching Bishnupur Gharana's music to
numerous disciples while staying in Bishnupur. He served as the court singer under Maharaja
Gopal Singh and later Maharaja Ramkrishna Singh of the Malla dynasty, even when the
kingdom was in decline. Despite offers from various kings, he chose to stay true to his guru’s
path. His notable students included Ramprashanna Bandopadhyay, Gopeshwar Bandopadhyay,
Surendranath Bandopadhyay, Radhika Prasad Goswami, and others.

Jadunath Bhattacharya (1840-1883), who later became a revolutionary figure in Indian
classical music under the name 'Tanraj Ranganath Jadubhatta’, began his musical journey
through Bishnupur Gharana. He was initially trained by his father Madhubhatta in sitar,
surbahar, and pakhawaj, before learning Khanda Rabani Dhrupad under Ganganarayan
Chattopadhyay in Kolkata. Over time, he studied other gharanas in Delhi, Agra, Lucknow, and
Benares. Jadubhatta was not only renowned for Dhrupad but also as a famous pakhawaj player,
composing numerous high-quality compositions in Bengali and Hindi Dhrupad. His
compositions became a major influence on Rabindranath Tagore’s Brahmsangeets. Tagore
described him as an unparalleled master of his craft.
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Rabindranath’s teacher, Radhikaprasad Goswami (1863-1924), synthesized the styles of
Bishnupur Gharana, Khanda Rabani Gharana, and Betia Gharana. He studied initially under
Anantalal Bandopadhyay and Dinabandhu Goswami of Bishnupur, later receiving Khanda
Rabani training under Jadubhatta in Bishnupur and Kolkata, and Betia Gharana lessons from
renowned gurus Shivnarayan Mishra and Gurupasad Mishra. These three gharanas contributed
to his vast musical repertoire. He also served as the music teacher for the Brahmo Samaj under
Devendranath Tagore’s invitation and taught the children of the Tagore family. Tagore praised
his ability to bring a special rasa into his music, going beyond technical mastery.

Sangeetacharya Ramprashanna Bandopadhyay (1871-1929) was trained in Dhrupad,
pakhawaj, and tabla by his father Anantalal Bandopadhyay. He later received Dhrupad training
from Gopalchandra Chakraborty and became famous for his Bishnupuri style of singing. He
studied sitar under the legendary Mohammed Khan of Bundelkhand and mastered it with two
fingers. His renown spread as he composed Sangeet Manjari in 1893, compiling flawless
notations for Dhrupad, Khayal, Tappa, and Thumri for general public education. He also wrote
several other influential works, including Mridanga Darpan, Esraj Tarang, and Tabla Darpan.

Anantalal Bandopadhyay's second son, Gopeshwar Bandopadhyay (1880-1963), began his
music education under his father and later studied Dhrupad, Khayal, and Tappa with the Betia
Gharana guru Gurupasad Mishra. Despite training in Betia Gharana, he became famous for his
Bishnupuri style throughout India and received titles such as 'Geetsamrat' and 'Sangeet Nayak'.
Tagore honored him with the title 'Swar Saraswati', and he was awarded the titles ‘Tanraj' and
‘Surraj' by the Maharajas of Nara Jhol and Kuchiyakol. He composed numerous songs in
Bengali and Braj Bhasha, enriching Indian music literature with works like Sangeet Chandrika,
Bharatiya Sangeet Er Itihas, Bahubhasha Geet, Sangeet Lahari, Geet Mala, Tan Mala, Geet
Darpan, and Gopeshwar Geetika. He was honored with the 'Deshikottam’ title by Visva Bharati
in 1961 for his contributions to music.

Anantalal Bandopadhyay’s third son, Surendranath Bandopadhyay (1886-1972), was a
prominent artist of the Bishnupur Gharana, mastering Dhrupad, Dhamar, and Tappa in vocal
music under his elder brothers Ramprashanna and Gopeshwar Bandopadhyay. In instrumental
music, he learned sitar, surbahar, and esraj from his elder brother Ramprashanna. He was also
skilled in nasatarang, naukatarang, and pakhawaj. He prepared notations for many of
Rabindranath’s songs, earning him the title of "Notation Wizard' from Tagore. Surendranath
was also a prominent teacher at the Brahmo Samaj, and served as a court musician at the royal
courts of Bardhaman and Maharaja Jatindramohan of Kolkata. He created the ragas
‘Sureshwari' and 'Gandhi' and authored several influential works, including Geet Parichay,
Esraj Mukul, and Sitar Shiksha.

Satyakinkar Bandopadhyay (1900-1980) was a rare talent in music. He learned Dhrupad,
Dhamar, Khayal, Tappa, Thumri, and sitar from his uncle Gopeshwar Bandopadhyay. He was
also proficient in playing various instruments, including flute, surbahar, veena, esraj, banjo,
pakhawaj, and jal tarang. He composed over a hundred Khayals in Bengali, helping popularize
the form among Bengali speakers. He also wrote valuable works like Sangeet Mukur, Sangeet
Gyan Pravesh, Bangala Bhashay Uchchanga Khayal, and Geet Chalangika.
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Another notable disciple of Ramprashanna Bandopadhyay was Gokul Chandra Nag (1906-
1983), who was renowned for spreading the Bishnupur Gharana across India. Though primarily
a sitar player, he mastered Dhrupad, Khayal, Esraj, and nasatarang. Between 1934 and 1936,
he traveled across India with Uday Shankar's dance troupe and taught sitar to the young Ravi
Shankar, whose sitar style was greatly influenced by Gokul Chandra Nag.

Knowledgeable and skilled musicians like Jyarnendra Prasad Goswami (1902-1945), Asha
Chandra Bandopadhyay (1920-1992), and Ramsharan Mukherjee, who founded the Ramsharan
Music School in Bishnupur in 1885 (later developed into the Ramsharan Music College in
1943), have continued the legacy of Bishnupur Gharana, preserving and transmitting its rich
musical traditions.

Current Status of the Bishnupur Gharana

Every year, the town of Bishnupur hosts the "Surayajna,” a continuous 24-hour classical music
event. This tradition was started in 1988 by the renowned musicologist Amar Nath
Gangopadhyay. The "Surayajna” will complete thirty years in 2019. Currently, over 250
classical musicians participate in this event.

Additionally, a two-day "Dhrupad Utsav" is held annually, where Dhrupad artists from various
parts of the country gather. The annual Dhrupad workshop also takes place, with over 200
participants in the most recent session. The "Bishnupur Utsav," held from December 27th to
31st every year, also celebrates the Bishnupur Gharana.

Prominent musicians who currently represent and carry forward the Bishnupur Gharana include
Amiyaranjan Bandopadhyay, Nihararanjan Bandopadhyay, Monilal Nag (sitar), Devabrata
Singh Thakur, Shantanu Bandopadhyay, Sujit Gangopadhyay, Sunil Kabiraj (esraj), Jagannath
Dashgupta, Sebok Chattopadhyay, Shib Prasad Goswami (pakhawaj), Bhamapad Chakraborty,
and others. Many students from distant places come to them to learn the Bishnupur Gharana
style.

At the Ramsharan Music College in Bishnupur, both vocal and instrumental music of the
Bishnupur Gharana are taught. The course lasts six years—four years at the school level and
two years at the college level. Upon completion, students are awarded the title of "Sangeet
Tirtha.

Conclusion

The Bishnupur Gharana’s journey from its roots in Dhrupad to its distinctive interpretation of
Khayal exemplifies the dynamic nature of Indian classical music. By blending tradition with
innovation, this gharana has enriched the Khayal repertoire, leaving an indelible mark on the
musical landscape. Preserving and promoting this heritage is essential to ensuring its continued
relevance in the ever-evolving world of classical music.

References:

1. Chakraborty, Manas. Bishnupur Gharana: A Cultural Odyssey. Kolkata: Sangeet
Academy Press, 2005.

169



Tfla & gerl &1 geed (YR 717 gl & oy g 7 - yrr e ISBN: 978-81-956774-8-1

2. Goswami, Jnanendra Prasad. Ragas and Rhythms of Bishnupur. Bishnupur: Classical
Music Archives, 1998.

3. Deshpande, Vamanrao. Indian Musical Traditions: Gharanas and Their Contribution.
Delhi: National Publishing House, 1980.

4. Roy, S. Music of Bengal: A Historical Perspective. Kolkata: Eastern Literary Publications,
2010.

5. Banerjee, S. Gurus and Disciples: The Oral Tradition of Hindustani Music. Delhi: Heritage
Publishers, 2017.

6. https://www.sahapedia.org/bhaarataiya-saasataraiya-samgaitaera-baisanaupaura-

gharaanaa

170



Tfla & gerl &1 geed (YR 717 gl & oy g 7 - yrr e ISBN: 978-81-956774-8-1

Aesthetics of Gharanas of Tabla: A brief study

Dhananjay Vekariya - Assistant Professor

Prof. Gaurang Bhavsar — Research Guide
Department of Tabla, Faculty of Performing Aurts,
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda.

Introduction

In the vast landscape of Indian classical music, the concept of "Gharana" occupies a significant
place, especially in the realm of percussion instruments like the Tabla. A Gharana, in its
essence, is a distinctive style or school of music that is handed down through generations, with
each Gharana possessing its unique aesthetics, techniques, and repertoire. This paper aims to
explore the beauty of different Tabla Gharanas, tracing their origins, characteristics, and
contributions to the world of music.

Keywords: Gharana, Tabla, Aesthetics, Indian Classical Music
Brief Introduction of All Gharanas of Tabla

The Tabla, a prominent percussion instrument in Indian classical music, has several Gharanas,
each with its distinct style and tradition. The main Tabla Gharanas are:

Delhi Gharana

The Delhi Gharana, believed to be the oldest, was founded by Siddhar Khan Dhadi in the 18th
century. This Gharana emphasizes clarity of sound and precision, with a focus on complex
compositions and intricate finger movements.

Ajrara Gharana

Founded by Kallu Khan and Miru Khan in the early 19th century, the Ajrara Gharana is known
for its intricate and complex patterns. It combines elements from both the Delhi and Lucknow
Gharanas, making it unique in its rhythmic structures.

Lucknow Gharana

The Lucknow Gharana, established by Modu Khan and Bakshu Khan, is famous for its graceful
and expressive style. It focuses on the beauty of sound and incorporates a lot of artistic
flourishes and variations.

Farrukhabad Gharana

Founded by Haji Vilayat Ali Khan, the Farrukhabad Gharana is known for its balance between
clarity and complexity. This Gharana emphasizes the use of both hands equally, producing a
melodious and rhythmic blend.

Banaras Gharana

The Banaras Gharana, associated with Ram Sahai, is renowned for its spiritual and devotional
approach. This Gharana places a strong emphasis on the accompaniment of vocal music and
Kathak dance, with a focus on clarity and rhythm.
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Punjab Gharana

The Punjab Gharana, developed by Lala Bhavanidas, is characterized by its powerful and
robust playing style. This Gharana integrates elements of Pakhawaj playing, giving it a
distinctive and dynamic sound.

Aesthetics of All Gharanas

The aesthetics of each Tabla Gharana are rooted in its unique history, cultural influences, and
artistic evolution:

Delhi Gharana Aesthetics

The Delhi Gharana is characterized by its emphasis on purity of tone and precision in playing.
The compositions are mathematically complex, often involving intricate rhythmic cycles
(Talas) and fast-paced finger movements. The Gharana's aesthetics focus on maintaining clarity
and crispness in sound, with a distinct preference for bols (syllables) that are played with sharp,
articulate strokes. The technique emphasizes the finesse of finger work, creating an impression
of effortless elegance and sophistication.

Ajrara Gharana Aesthetics

Ajrara Gharana's aesthetics lie in its blend of complexity and fluidity. The Gharana employs a
wide range of strokes and intricate patterns, with a focus on maintaining a fluid and continuous
sound. The playing style is characterized by its use of off-beat accents and syncopation,
creating a dynamic and engaging rhythm. The Ajrara Gharana often incorporates complex tihai
(repetitive rhythmic patterns) and chhand (metrical structures), adding depth and intricacy to
its performances. The aesthetic appeal of this Gharana lies in its ability to weave together
intricate rhythmic tapestries while maintaining a seamless flow.

Lucknow Gharana Aesthetics

Lucknow Gharana emphasizes the expressive and artistic aspects of Tabla playing. The strokes
are often more rounded and graceful, with an emphasis on creating a beautiful and melodious
sound. The Gharana's aesthetics are marked by the use of delicate nuances and subtle variations
in tempo and dynamics. The playing style is highly expressive, often incorporating ornamental
flourishes and rhythmic embellishments that enhance the overall musicality. The Lucknow
Gharana's approach to compositions is both lyrical and emotive, striving to evoke a sense of
beauty and grace in every performance.

Farrukhabad Gharana Aesthetics

Farrukhabad Gharana's aesthetics focus on symmetry and balance. The compositions are well-
structured, with an equal emphasis on both hands, creating a harmonious and melodious
rhythm. The Gharana is known for its rich repertoire of traditional compositions (bandishes)
and its use of balanced and proportionate phrasing. The playing style emphasizes a smooth and
even sound, with an emphasis on tonal quality and resonance. The Farrukhabad Gharana often
incorporates elements of folk rhythms and traditional Indian dance (Kathak), adding a vibrant
and dynamic dimension to its performances.
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Banaras Gharana Aesthetics

The Banaras Gharana's aesthetics are deeply spiritual and devotional. The playing style is
simple yet profound, with an emphasis on clarity and rhythm, often used to accompany vocal
music and dance performances. The Gharana's approach to compositions is meditative and
introspective, focusing on the subtle interplay of rhythm and melody. The Banaras Gharana
often incorporates devotional themes and motifs, creating a sense of reverence and spiritual
depth in its performances. The aesthetic appeal of this Gharana lies in its ability to evoke a
sense of inner peace and tranquility through its soulful and contemplative playing.

Punjab Gharana Aesthetics

Punjab Gharana is known for its powerful and dynamic playing style. The aesthetics involve
strong and vigorous strokes, often incorporating elements from the Pakhawaj tradition,
resulting in a bold and commanding sound. The Gharana's playing style is robust and energetic,
characterized by the use of powerful bass strokes (bayan) and intricate finger work. The Punjab
Gharana's compositions often feature complex cross-rhythms and rapid-fire playing, creating
a sense of excitement and intensity. The aesthetic appeal of this Gharana lies in its ability to
convey a sense of strength and vitality through its powerful and rhythmic performances.

Conclusion

The beauty of the Gharanas of Tabla lies in their diversity and richness. Each Gharana, with its
unique history and style, contributes to the vast tapestry of Indian classical music. The distinct
techniques, compositions, and aesthetics of each Gharana not only preserve the tradition but
also inspire innovation and creativity among artists. Understanding and appreciating these
Gharanas offers a deeper insight into the cultural heritage and artistic evolution of the Tabla.
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